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Companies have been leaving California for a number of years, and for a 
wide variety of reasons.  But what happens to the cities they leave behind?

Mission Viejo is not home to large companies fleeing the State.  Mission 
Viejo must deal with the effect of state laws and regulations, as well as county 
costs, all contribute to business’s exodus.  Cities deal with unfunded pension 
liability, sober living homes, crime, minimum wage, prevailing wage, punitive 
environment regulations, and a rising costs of public safety.  These costs are 
imposed on municipalities. 

Mission Viejo is in great financial shape now and for the foreseeable 
future.  These imposed costs are crushing many cities, and contribute pressure on all others.  
Pension costs are expected to double in the next 5 years.  Imposed minimum wage increases 
manifest in the cost of infrastructure contracts for cities.  Public safety is our City Council’s 
number one responsibility.  County Supervisors continue to negotiate pay increases for Sheriff 
Deputies.  The more dollars taken to cover all of these imposed conditions, the fewer dollars 
are available for other programs.

Residents should be aware of the cost to local government imposed by the County, State, 
and the Federal government.

by Ed Sachs
Mayor Pro-Tem, Mission Viejo

TRAFFIC

by Wendy Bucknum
Mayor, Mission Viejo

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

Mission Viejo Reporter....................364-2309
Kwik Kopy Printing..........................364-2309
City Administration 
Mayor and City Council......................470-3050
City Manager......................................470-3051
Community Development
Building Information...........................470-3054
Planning and Zoning..........................470-3053
Emergency Numbers
Police Services / Fire Services....................911
Police Service (Non Emergency)........770-6011
Suicide Hotline............................877-727-4747
Public Services
MV Animal Services...........................470-3045
Pothole Hotline...................................470-8405
Graffiti Hotline.....................................470-2924
Helpful Numbers
SMWD............................................... 459-6400
SDG&E........................................800-411-7343
Cox Cable..........................................240-1212
Edison Electric.............................800-611-1911
Saddleback College...........................582-4500
CUSD.................................................234-9200
Waste Management...........................359-6155
Moulton/Niguel Water District.............831-2500
El Toro Water District..........................837-7050
Mission Hospital.................................364-1400
Mount of Olives Lutheran Church.......837-7467
Santa Claus.................................951-262-3062
Recreation Services
The Murray Center..............................470-3062
Lake Mission Viejo..............................770-1313
Library.................................................830-7100
Felipe Tennis Center...........................859-4348
Tennis Pavillion.................................. 859-4348
Montanoso Rec. Center......................859-4348
Sierra Rec.Center...............................859-4348

CHALLENGES AHEAD
Our City’s recently approved two-year Budget and seven-year Master 

Financial Plan (MFP) projects the City will be in good shape for the next two 
year budget cycle and it projects healthy reserves (projected at 48%-49% 
of annual revenues).  However, the five year MFP has also alerted those 
of us on the City Council of economic issues that we need to pay attention 
to as we navigate the challenging times that lie ahead.

One of the greatest challenges we face is growing employee pension li-
abilities. Unfunded pension liabilities are having a staggering effect on 
city budgets throughout the state.  All told, California’s public pension 
systems are estimated to be $281.5 billion short of the funding neces-
sary to pay the pensions that have been promised to past and present 

public employees, primarily due to lower investment returns earned on the money already 
invested with CalPERS, the state’s public employee retirement fund.  

Many cities are considering drastic measures to increase revenues to pay for these in-
creased costs, including invoking excise taxes on the recently legalized cannabis industry, 
and increasing fees for city services and facilities to help balance their budgets.  Luckily we 
haven’t needed to do that in Mission Viejo.

by Brian Goodell
Mission Viejo
City Council Member

As Mission Viejo’s city leaders, my fellow Councilmembers and I are focused on putting our 
community’s needs first. Our commitment to protecting and enhancing our city’s quality of life starts 
first with you and the issues that most impact your lives. This drive has lead my continued investment 
in working collaboratively with neighboring cities and local agencies to address the traffic congestion 
that slows our daily drives and is a continued source of frustration.  

Whether we’re driving our kids to school, heading out on the 5 or meeting friends at the lake, spill 
over traffic from our freeways clogs our streets and slows our progress as a city. Especially important is 
emergency services and access to Mission Hospital.  And, as we look towards our future, these issues 
will only continue to grow.  

It’s this concern for our present needs and our future growth that has led our active participation 
in the open and transparent process established by the Transportation Corridor Agencies, or TCA, to 
engage South Orange County elected leaders and residents in a balanced solution that will better our 
daily commutes for generations to come.  

While the process has been long and is still unfolding, we remain dedicated to working with our community, the TCA 
and neighboring cities to address concerns and elevate collaborative solutions. And, after years of work, we are confident that 
a North/South alignment of the toll road offers the win-win solution our region needs. It reflects balance and compromise. 
Something we will all have to do to make a meaningful dent in reducing commutes and gridlock.  

As we continue this work, I ask that you stand with us and your community in the push to relieve traffic in our neighborhoods. 
Visit the TCA’s dedicated webpage at getmovingoc.com for more information and to lend your voice to the effort.  

As the consideration of new alignments evolves, I want to reiterate my commitment to keeping our residents informed 
and engaged and look forward to continuing an open dialogue with you. I also invite you 
to read more on our work by visiting cityofmissionviejo.org and check back for updates 
as we further our push for progress. 



THE CROW
NEW RESEARCH LEADS TO NEW INSIGHTS
Mission Viejo has the highest concentration of crows in Orange 

County. Looking at them, they seem rather simplistic/dumb or just rather 
irritating, with their loud caws and black feathers. Recent scientific 

studies indicate 
that the common 
crow is a lot more 
sophisticated then 
you might imagine.

Research shows 
that crows can 
remember human 
faces for more than 
9 years. Studies show 
that crows are keen 
observers and form 

very strong opinions about whether someone is a ‘threat’ to them 
or not a threat to them, and will respond quite differently based on 
their viewpoint.

At Saddleback College, crows have been seen replicating a feat 
from a 2000 year old fable. The story is about thirsty crow that finds 
a pitcher with water at the bottom, beyond the reach of 
its beak. After failing to push the pitcher over, the crow 
drops in pebbles one by one until the water rises 
to the top of the pitcher, allowing 
it to drink. Students there have 
now observed birds on campus 
demonstrating this skill.

So while they may squawk and seem 
annoying at times, be friendly. Old Mr. 
Crow might remember you and he 
doesn’t easily forget.

“Have you checked out the playground near....?” This is my 
world now. I remember those days of getting advice on the best 
places to go for happy hour. Now I am getting suggestions on the 
best playgrounds near my house.

  Honestly though, have you had a chance to check out the newly 
renovated El Dorado Park playground? The sand is so soft my kids 
beg to take their shoes off as soon as we get there. This three level 

playground has 
an awesome 
twisty tunnel 
s l ide that 
descends from 
the top level. 
Insider tip: do 
not “test it 
out” first. My 
husband and 
I both got a 
little beat up 
going down. I 
may be a little 
obsessed with 

this new trend of mommy & me 
baby swings, and this playground has them. If you are in the 
area check it out. 

El Dorado Park

ONE MOTHER’S REVIEW

“Mission Viejo’s Best Kept Secret”

Cards
Gifts 

Jewelry
T-Shirts

Children’s Section

Art
Bibles
Music
DVD’s

Free Gift Bags

YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE STORE

23851 Via Fabricante, Suite 201
Mission Viejo, CA • (949) 716-5511

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-7pm

“Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord Rejoice!” Psalm 105:3

20% OFF
ENTIRE PURCHASE

One time use. With coupon. Excludes sale items. Expires 9/31/17

by Kristen Z.

El Dorado Park
24335 Carrillo Drive,Mission Viejo



Hummingbird 
Services

Your Personal Driver
Airport pick ups • Doctor visits • Shopping

ERRANDS:
 • Grocery Shopping
 • Birthday / Holiday Shopping
 • Prescription Drop Off / Pick Up
 • Many More....

hummingbirdservices1@gmail.com

hummingbird-services.com

OTHER SERVICES:
 • Administrative Support
 • Mobile Notary Service
 • Dog Walking / Pet Sitting
	 •	Organizing	Home,	Office,	etc.
 • Senior Care & Relocation Services
 

Gay Corbett
Business Owner
949.874.8034

Specializing in

Palmia and
Casta Del Sol

In the tradition of great personal advice, Mission Viejo Reporter’s 
own Aunt Sandy is a straight shooter who relates to all ages. She 
researches topics of interest to her readers and then answers their most 
personal questions with empathy and gentle humor.

Dear Aunt Sandy,
What is proper procedure when a hair is found in your food 

at a restaurant. Should I complain? Would you make a scene? 
Maybe demand free food or something along those lines?

- Following Rules in Mission Viejo

Dear Following Rules,
I, too, have faced this “hairy” situation…. It’s a common 

mishap, no matter how clean the restaurant is. Honestly, what 
really drives me nuts about many restaurants is that they make 
the kitchen staff wear hats and gloves to be all sanitary (which 
is fine!), but then they turn around and let the servers and the 
management walk around with their hair all poofed out! These 
people, who deliver the food to your table, are the real “hair-in-
your-linguini” culprits.

Still, there’s not much sense in making a big scene over it 
(unless it’s a really vile hair that makes you throw up a little bit 
in your mouth). Just explain to the server that you found a hair 
in your mashed potatoes, and 99% of the time the server will be 
willing to replace the dish for you. Although servers can’t take 
items off your check, they will often send management to your 
table to “smooth things over,” so to speak. The manager will 
likely comp an item on your check or offer you something like 
free appetizer cards. If both customers and restaurants approach 
this problem calmly and respectfully, then we can all avoid some 
“hair-raising” dining experiences! 

- Aunt Sandy

Shoemaking goes back to ancient times and was largely 
done by individual shoemakers. Over time, it has become a more 
commercial affair to where shoes are manufactured in factories 

and ordered online, but to be 
honest about it, our modern 
ways make great shoes, but if 
we’re talking leather footwear, 
they have never matched or 
truly replaced the individual 
cobbler. 

Gabriel Ari is such a person, 
opening his store in 1983. He 
himself is 83 now and still working! 
He doesn’t have a speciality. His 
speciality according to him is doing 
it all, from shining shoes to re-soling 
to fixing bags and repairing boots. 
Reading the Yelp reviews for him 
and his wife’s business- it is just one 
glowing 5-star review after another. 
When the Reporter asked what he 
thought of Mission Viejo, he answered 
that it was, “Great! Beautiful City!” We 
couldn’t agree more.  

KEEPING AN ARTFORM ALIVE

Gabriel loves his work

Hard at work at 83, still practicing his craft

Gabe’s Shoe Repair
28752 Marguerite Pkwy.
(949) 364-6879

MAKE YOUR BED
If you want to change the world, start off by making your 

bed.  If you’ll make your bed every morning you will have 
accomplished the first task of the day. It will give you a small 
sense of pride and it will encourage you to do another task, 
and another, and another. By the end of the day, that one task 
completed will have turned into many tasks completed. 

Making your 
bed will also 
reinforce the fact 
that the little things 
in life matter. If you 
can’t do the little 
things right, you’ll 
never be able to 
do the big things 
right. And, if by 
chance you have a 
miserable day, you 
will come home to a bed that is made. That you made. And 
a made bed gives you encouragement that tomorrow will be 
better.

William Harry McRaven  is a retired United States Navy admiral who last 
served as the ninth commander of the United States Special Operations 
Command from August 8, 2011, to August 28, 2014. 

 

LESSON FROM TOP NAVY SEAL
by William Harry McRaven Ret. Admiral -US Navy

FROM OUR BORROWING FROM FACEBOOK DEPT.



25725 Jeronimo Rd
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

949-328-7780

MANAGER 
SPECIAL

All Self Storage Units
20% Off

SUBJECT TO SPACE AVAILABILITY

•  Secure facility with keypad access and 24-hour security
• Climate controlled
• Any size for any need

RVStorageDepot.com
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Conveniently 
located near
the freeway!

GRAND OPENING         Self Storage Phases!
Mission Viejo 

DISCOUNT FOR 
LOCAL RESIDENTS!

OVER 400 NEW UNITS! LIMITED TIME OFFER

FROM OUR HAVING A HEART DEPT.

Craig Chandler was playing 
volleyball and started to feel woozy, 
so he called it a day and started to 
drive home, but first he thought 
he’d stop by the pool supply store and have his pool’s water tested.

As Ron Eroh entered Leslie’s Pool Supply Store on Marguerite 
Parkway, he noticed several people, standing behind the water testing 
station.  They all were looking down at the floor.  No one was talking.  
He heard the store manager say, “Stand back.  Give him room.”  Ron’s 
eyes searched in the direction of his voice and found his target.  The 
manager was kneeling on the floor, cradling a man’s head in his lap.  
Then, the store manager said, “He’s not breathing.”

Ron yelled as loud as he could, “Get out of my way.”  People 
scattered in all directions, except for the manager. He immediately 
dropped to his knees and started chest compressions… CPR. Pump.  
Pump. Pump. Ron performed CPR while singing to himself the tune 
and lyrics from “Staying Alive” by the Bee Gees. He had seen it on TV.

Pump. Pump. Pump. Ron kept up the cadence while singing the 
song to himself. Finally, the paramedics arrived.  Ron asked if he 
should stop. “No,” came the terse reply. They needed time to set up 
and they wanted him to continue what he was doing. 

They eventually yelled, “Ready!” By that point, Ron was 
completely exhausted and simply crawled out of the way.  They 
shocked Craig 3 times before transporting him to Mission Hospital.  
When he walked out of the store, Ron asked a fireman what were 
his chances?  He replied, “Not good.  Maybe 50%, but you gave him 
that 50% chance.” 

On Tuesday morning, Ron was already at work.  The office phone 

rang;  it was his wife.  She told him he was about to receive a phone call 
from someone he didn’t know and that he needed to take that call.

Immediately, his iPhone rang.  A woman’s voice asked, “Are you 
Ron?  Are you Ron Eroh?”  He replied that he was. She then asked, 
“Were you in Leslie’s Pool Supply on Saturday?” “Yes, I was,” Ron 
answered. There was total silence for a few brief moments.  Then this 
woman began to cry. Through her tears she said to Ron, “You saved 
my husband’s life! You saved my husband’s life! You are our Guardian 
Angel.  You are our hero.  How does my family and I ever repay you?”  

Ron simply replied, “Ma’am, I’m not sure if I am any of those 
things.  But, what I do know, I was at the right place, at the right time, 
and I knew what to do.”  By then, Ron said that they were both crying.

The doctors had told Craig’s wife, “You do not survive a widow-
maker heart attack.” According to Craig’s doctors, the main artery, 
which supplies blood and oxygen to the heart, was 100% blocked.  In 
actuality, Craig was dead before he hit the floor. Through the quick 
response of Ron, the hardwork and skill of the paramedics (EMTs), 
and the doctors at Mission Hospital, there was a positive outcome 
to Craig’s story.

Ron’s employer, AT&T honored him with the 
Vale Award.  It is the highest 
honor given to 
employees for 
acts that help 
others.  The 
City of Mission 
Viejo, gave him 
the Difference 
Makers Award.  

Every year 
now, Craig and Ron 
meet for lunch.  
This past May, 
they celebrated the 
third anniversary of 
their first meeting 
and Craig’s second 
chance at life. Please, learn CPR. You may save someone.

Ron (L) and Craig (R) today



Josie Alvarado
Palmia Resident Specialist

and Notary Public
949-215-6676

www.PalmiaRealtor.com
Professional, Efficient, and Courteous.

The way Real Estate Sales should be...always.

Complimentary Market Analysis
Complimentary Professional Staging

Realty ONE Group
#5 in the Nation
25910 Acero, Suite 100
Mission Viejo, CA 
92692
BRE #01884157

Henry Kim, DMD, MMSc
Harvard Graduate Dental Specialist

949-472-5499
25982 Pala Dr., Suite 200
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Guiding Your Way To Optimal Oral Health

info@henrykimdmdpc.com 
www.henrykimdmdpc.com

$500 towards 1st implant
(some exclusions may apply)

• Implants
• Esthetic Dentistry 
• Root Canals 

• Gum Disease Treament
• Invisalign
• Fastbraces

We accept most PPO insurances
Delta Dental PPO provider

Young philantropists, Skyler (16) and Aspen Kimonoto (12) 
from Mission Viejo are not only sisters, but best friends.    

Although Aspen has an affinity for science, and Skyler 
prefers the outdoors, they mostly enjoy doing things together.  
Their common interests are fun and ecclectic - from playing 
tennis and cooking 
new recipes, to 
visiting museums 
like the Ice Cream 
Museum and going 
to musicals and 
volunteering.

They are 
both members 
of the Mission 
Viejo Activity 
Committee and 
Lion’s Heart (Skyler has already received the President’s Service 
Volunteer Award and Torchbearer Award for going above and 
beyond her responsibilities). Some of their favorite organizations 
where they often lend a helping hand, include Second Harvest 
Food Bank, Down Syndrom Association of OC/Young Athletes 
Program for Special Olympics and NEGU. 

Their involvement with NEGU began in 2013, stuffing Joy Jars 
for children battling cancer.  Wanting to contribute something 
more personal to the jars and bring even more joy to the kids 
receiving them, they decided to take crochet lessons at Joann’s 
Craft Store and Living Peace (a non-profit organization). Their 
generous idea has turned into a hobby with a cause.  

They crochet 10-20 beanies at a time before they bring them 
to the Jessie Rees Factory where they are added to the Joy Jars.  
Each one of their creations has a different design, vibrant colors 
and the promise to brighten up a kid’s day while in the hospital 
or at home. 

These two kind-hearted sisters are also stellar students, who 
no doubt will bring their intellectual, creative and leadership 
skills to any job they choose to pursue in the future.

LOCAL SISTERS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

Sklyer and Aspen and some of their wares

Mission Community Hospital circa 1975

OC Soul Searchers is a paranormal investigative group 
based in Mission Viejo. After sitting down with them, the 
Mission Viejo Reporter is certain of one thing: that they have 
some very interesting stories. 

There are two members. Eric is the skeptic and Mike is the 
believer in terms of the paranormal. After long talks about the 
paranormal the two of them had while fishing, Eric became 
determined to prove Mike wrong about the existence of the 
supernatural, and OC Soul Searchers was born.

 Since then, they 
have been on countless 
adventures around 
Orange County and 
Western North America. 
Using cameras, recorders, 
pressure sensors, and 
electromagnetic sensors, 
they are armed to confirm 
the existence of the 
paranormal wherever 

they decide to go. They told the Reporter about a memorable 
encounter in Blackstar Canyon. They were approached by an 
orb of shadow that moved bushes and shrubs as it got near 
them. After racing toward them at an alarming speed, the orb 
left as quickly as it came and disappeared through the brush, 
never to be seen again.

GHOST HUNTERS IN MISSION VIEJO

GHOST
GUYS

GHOST
GUYS

Who you gonna call? Eric and Mike
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OCSoulsearchers.com



PORTOLA’S
ORIGINAL RIDERS

No parcel in Orange County enjoys a 
lengthier heritage than does the 40,000-
acre Rancho Mission Viejo, whose desti-
nies have been guided by Richard O’Neill 
and his descendants for over a century. 

The ranch’s 
legacy began 
with the first 
S p a n i s h 
expedition 
into Alta 
California.

On July 22, 1769, Captain Gaspar de 
Portola, with 63 men and two priests, 
stepped across the ranch’s southern border 
into local history. Here, in Christianitas 
Canyon, the baptism of two Indian babes 
brought Christianity to California and the 
earliest name to a place in Orange County. 
Following a night’s bivouac near the ranch’s 

cattle camp on the Ortega, the explorers 
spent a day and a night on the mesa above 
O’Neill Park. The loss there of a soldier’s 
gun inspired the name Trabuco (Spanish 
for blunderbuss) which survives today as 
the oldest ranch name in the State.

Six years later, the ranch witnessed 
the first attempt to found Mission San 
Juan Capistrano. Due to a lack of water 
the mission was relocated in 1778. Its 
departure from San Juan Canyon endowed 
that area with the name ‘Mission Viejo’ and 
historians with a dilemma ever since. While 
the exact whereabouts of the ‘Old Mission’ 

remains a mystery, the name has prevailed 
for over two centuries.

The first baptismal in California

Artist’s sketch of a “Trabuco”

Portrait of Gaspar de Portola



In Mission Viejo, we 
lost two residents this 
summer. Countywide, 
in 2017 alone, there 
have been 51 drowning 
incidents.  25 of these 
incidents have been fatal,  
with the majority of these 
victims in the 35 – 64 
age group.  26 of these 

drownings have been non-fatal with the majority of these victims in 
the 0 – 4 year age grouping.  These statistics bear out year over year; 
the bulk of fatal drownings occur in the 35-64 year old age group, with 
the majority of non-fatal drownings occurring in the 0-4 age group.

Home of the

FROM OUR SAVING LIVES DEPT.

1. Watch kids when they are in or around water, without being        
    distracted. Keep young children within arm’s reach of an adult.

2. Install fences around home pools. A pool fence should surround all                    
    sides of the pool and be at least four feet tall with self-closing and self-   
    latching gates.

3.Know what to do in an emergency. Learning CPR and basic water rescue  
   skills may help you save a life.

CHILDREN DROWN WITHOUT A SOUND

•  Since 2009 Mission Viejo has averaged 1.8 fatal drownings a year and 1.25      
  non-fatal drownings a year.

I have needed a dental implant for over three months and I 
was not very enthusiastic about getting one.  Eventually, I decided 
to get on with it. I interviewed four Dentists who specialize in 
dental implants and of course, price was a consideration. The 
last doctor I visited was Dr. Manesh of Mission Dental Implant 
Center, who specializes in regenerative periodontal care, dental 
implants, oral plastic surgery and other cosmetic procedures.   
He shared with me that he is the one of only a few implant 

specialists in California using 
all ceramic zirconia implants, 
rather than titanium,  and he’s 
done over 3000 of these types 
of implants. Dr. Manesh is a 
skilled surgeon with 22 years 
of experience and an active 
member of the American 

Dental Association as well as a published author and lecturer.  
He teaches other dentists to use the zirconia implants over 
titanium implants, too.

The first time I went into the office, Sandra, the treatment 
coordinator, greeted me and as usual, gave me the forms to fill 
out and soon afterward, Dr. Manesh greeted me. I especially 
liked that he asked 
me to go into the 
x-ray room where he 
reviewed the digital 
images and then 
explained  what he 
needed to do.  None 
of the other Doctors 
had done that. After 
he went over the 
procedure, his staff 
offered financing 
options which is 
always nice. I can’t 
say I looked forward 
to the procedure, 
but I felt at ease with 
everyone in the office 
and knew I had made 
the right choice. I was 
relieved that I didn’t 
have to look any 
further and that I felt 
comfortable enough 
to make an appointment.  

I did my research and found that they use non invasive 
treatments methods, and also do Biolase lasers, teeth whitening, 
scaling, root planing, tissue grafting, replace missing teeth and 
full mouth restorations, among other procedures.  

As I am writing this, I had the procedure this morning and 
it only took an hour and twenty minutes. I left feeling like the 
entire staff genuinely cared about my well being.   I didn’t feel 
any pain, I simply took two Advil and then I went out to dinner 
with my family a few hours later.  I am definitely smiling a lot 
more now that my work is done and this is behind me!

Mission Dental Implant Center is located at 26800 Crown 
Valley Parkway #425 in Mission Viejo and you can reach their 
office at 949-364-2935.

Kathy and Dr. Manesh 

DO YOU NEED TEETH 
BY TONIGHT ?
DO YOU NEED TEETH 
BY TONIGHT ?



D

27680 Santa Margarita Pkwy
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

✔Focus on Prevention

✔Custom Tailored Treatment Plans

✔Nitrous Analgesia Sedation

✔PPO Insurance Accepted

✔0% Financing Available (CareCredit)

✔Emergency Appointments Available

Call Today! 949.916.6868

Laser Dentistry

General
Dentistry

Cosmetic
Dentistry

Periodontics

Orthodontics

Dentures

Implants

Invisalign

SpecialInvisalign
$500
*Expires 9/31/17. Insurance will be billed if applicable.

*Expires 9/30/17. Includes implant, abutment and crown

$ 2,750Starting at *

Reg. $ 4,000

Mission Viejo Residents
New Patient Special

$49 INCLUDES Exam
Digital X-rays
Consultation

+ Professional Cleaning
*Expires 9/30/17. In absence of periodontal disease.

Insurance will be billed if applicable.

*

Friendly Staff & Gentle Dentistry
Easy Financing Options

SpecialImplant

off

Dr. Ada Gruita, DDS

PHOTOS
by Troy Liposec
Mission Viejo Resident

To contact Troy about 
prints or any inquiries:        
troyliposec.com

                             (949)281-9933

@troy_liposec



C. J. VER BURG LANDSCAPE
PATIO DESIGN & REMODEL 

MASONRY - CONCRETE – POOLS - PLANTINGS

• EXPERT DESIGN
• QUICK TURNAROUND
• OWNER SUPERVISION
• NO HIDDEN CHARGES
• CLEAN JOBSITE  

Free consultation 
& estimate

“C.J.” cell (949) 939 4254 ST. LICENSE C-27-484997

dutchvb@att.net www.cjverburg.com

www.BlessedSmileDental.com

Mission Viejo

       Dr. Park, Dr. Lee and Dr. Ahn, with our exceptional team, are 
pleased to provide you and your family the finest dentistry in quality 
and service.  Combined, our doctors possess over 40 years of dental 
knowledge and expertise. Our doctors are graduates of the University 
of Southern California and you will always receive the personal attention 
that is our trademark.  Our philosophy of Dental Care is providing 
healthy teeth and gums for life! 

Like our namesake, we hope you will leave our practice not only feeling 
confident in your smile but that you will also leave feeling Blessed. 

In Olympiad Plaza with Albertson’s and Bagels & Brew

(949) 916-1610
 Consultations are always complimentary

23032 Alicia Pkwy., Suite D • Mission Viejo, CA 92692

FROM OUR TEACHING KIDS TO DREAM BIG DEPT.

POLL NAMES MONTY McGRIFF 
AS MISSION VIEJO’S BIGGEST HANDS

Most of us 
have regular 
sized paws, s ome 
a little smaller 
and some a 
little bigger, but   
McGriff has very 
unique hands 
because they are 
quite large. 

There are plenty of pros 
and cons to having bigger 
hands, but when asked 
about whether it helps him 
in his work as a tilesman or 
not, he says it’s definitely an 
asset. He’s a friendly guy, and 
if you spot him around town, 
don’t hesitate to say hello, 
and make sure you shake his 
monstrous hand.

Did you know there is a 
fire museum hidden in the 
hills of our city? Well there is! 
The California Fire Museum 
(CFM) is here in Mission 
Viejo! At the museum you 
will find 15 different fire 
engines. They also have 
several storage rooms, a 
board room and shop tool 
room at their location.

Technically the facility 
in Mission Viejo is a storage 
site for the museum and 
isn’t open to the public yet. 
However, the museum has 
been working for over 10 
years to secure 5 acres of 
land in partnership with 
other museums, to build a 
more permanent home, similar 
in look to Balboa Park in San Diego. For now, they are happy to call our 
city their home.

The fire engines are in different phases of restoration. Some are 
fully restored and are used at many outreach events around the county, 
while others are in need of restoration.  You can see some of their fire 
apparatus on display at the annual Mission Viejo South County Disaster 
Preparedness Expo at the Norman Murrary Community Center every 
October. 

You can learn more about the museum at: www.cafiremuseum.org

Monty McGriff Tile    (949) 573-6530    

LOCAL BUSINESSMAN HAS BIG MITTS

Two of the Museum’s vintage fire engines



Capital Bank, your local community 

Capistrano and Encinitas, North San 

business banking and lending solutions 
while tailoring the latest technology to 
meet your banking needs.

www.mycapitalbank.com

Talk with a loan 
specialist today!

Capital Bank
Orange County Regional Banking Center 

31351 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 101 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675  

949-489-4200
San Diego Regional Banking Center 

277 North El Camino Real 
Encinitas, CA 92024  

760-448-2850

Visit your local community banker 
at our San Juan Capistrano location!

H. Kent Falk, Senior Vice President, Regional Manager
Janine Navarro-Poblete, Vice President, Relationship Manager
Mike Berault

“I want to go back to school 
because I want to know more 
about people and get smart”

-Alex, 7

“I want to go back to school 
because I will be in second 
grade!”

-Kate, 7

“I don’t wanna go back to 
school because I’ll melt!”

-Landen, 5

“I am not excited to go back to school because school is hard and so is the 
homework” – Caitlin, 8

“I don’t want summer to end ever” – Amy, 10

“Group projects help me understand why Batman works alone” - Jason, 15

“School is fun, I’ll be in the 3rd grade this year!” - Adel, 9

“I want to go back to school because I miss my friends” - Alejandro, 12

“I want to go back to school because my mom will be my teacher next 
year” - Lucy, 8

“I don’t want to go back to school because it is boring” – Leah, 7

“When I say I miss school, I mean I miss my friends and the fun, not the 
school” - Jeremy, 13

“I don’t like going to school because I always wake up late and get in 
trouble” - Phillip, 12

“My Mom is the most happy about me going back to school!” - Tanya, 10

THE MISSION VIEJO REPORTER
ASKS MISSION VIEJO KIDS:

DO YOU WANT TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL?



26902 Oso Parkway, Suite 100 • Mission Viejo, CA 92691

PRINTING
Printing & Marketing SOLUTIONS
28570 Marguerite Pkwy., Suite 108, Mission Viejo

949.364.2309

(949)583-9235

Connie Kim

SERVING

MISSION VIEJO

FOR 30 YEARS

e-mail: littlebuggerpestcontrol@live.com
www.littlebuggerpestcontrol.com

SERVING MISSION VIEJO 30 YEARS

Termites are Swarming! 

Centurion Award Winner 

                                 "Win with FLYNN"  
JIM FLYNN BRE # 0215480 FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.  
                         949-463-0739 
                   OVER 25 YRS in ORANGE COUNTY 
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Centurion Award Winner 

                                 "Win with FLYNN"  
JIM FLYNN BRE # 0215480 FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.  
                         949-463-0739 
                   OVER 25 YRS in ORANGE COUNTY 

“WIN WITH FLYNN”
Century 21 Beachside

714.606.0957JAMES McCALL

Servicing Mission Viejo“Family Owned and Operated”
LIC# PR 3870

Is your home termite free?FOR A NO COST INSPECTION CALL:(714) 606-0957
• Free Estimates• Escrow Wood Repair• Replacement of Termite & Rot Damaged Wood• Local Treatments Fumigation

FREE 
INSPECTION
with this ad!



Athlete of the Month
South County Lexus Presenting 

South County Lexus Of Mission Viejo 
28242 Marguerite Pkwy
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
Call for Pricing 
949-364-0664

Mark Arenal - Triathlete
Mark Arenal is the kind of guy you want to be around whenever 

you’re in need of inspiration.  He’s a triathalon athlete and at the age 
of 59 he has no plans of slowing down. 

Intrigued by the Hawaii Ironman many years ago, he entered his 
first triathalon in Carlsbad, 1989.  Soon thereafter, he “discovered that 
triathlons came in different sizes.” Since then, Mark has completed 
about 75 races (different distances), including 3 full Ironman and 10 
Half-Ironman races, across the country and Mexico.

  In addition to swimming, biking and running, this busy, business 
man makes the  time (5-7 days a week with rest days in between) to 
do strength training and stretching. His fierce drive is in sharp contrast 
to his calm demeanor. He explains that “having a supportive spouse is 
also a major factor” in his ability to be so dedicated to his daily training.

  In his down time, he remains active; you will find him hiking/skiing with his adult 
children, helping his neighbors or volunteering at church.  We can’t all be triathalon 
athletes like Mark, but we can all turn what we love into a life-long passion!

DrinkSpecials

Megamosa
or

Mimosa 
flight

$5

Avery &
Marguerite

Jose’s World is not just his 
business name - it’s his van, his 
craft AND his business. He got 
the name from some friends 
who suggested it. He has no 
email and he doesn’t know 
computers, but he does know a 
lot of other things.

He’s a professional all-
around Handyman who does plumbing, electrical, paint, everything, 

but carpet. His van is 
a veritable hardware 
store’s worth of tools. 

He is ready to go 
at a moment’s notice 
to travel at the drop 
of a hat to any jobsite 
and stay until the job’s 
done. If you see him 
and need some work 
done, don’t hesitate to 
ask, he’s ready to work.

  Jose
  the Traveling
Tool Man        

Jose’s World - Van, Trade, Business

FROM OUR HAVE VAN, WILL TRAVEL DEPT.

MISSION VIEJO’S HANDYMAN

CA License #B848058

949.748.5454
or Visit Our Showroom:

541 W Chapman Ave., Orange, California
www.LeGourmetKitchen.com

KITCHEN DESIGN & REMODELING

Call to meet one of our designers to see how design 
doesn’t need to be compromised for budget.

It’s the place that memories are made.

IT’S NOT JUST 
A KITCHEN…

Jose’s World (949) 600-0261



LUNCH SPECIALS
STARTING AT $6.75
MONDAY-FRIDAY
11:00AM-1:30PM
EXCLUDES HOLIDAYS

70
CRAFT BEERS

32 TAPS
FULL BAR

VISIT
highparktaphouse.com

for list of beers

23641 Via Linda, Mission Viejo, CA 92691

MISSION VIEJO
HACIENDA OF THE MONTH

Bob and Eileen Neal have 
lived in Mission Viejo since 
1998, and lived in the house 
they are in now since 2011. 
They wanted to find a unique, 
family friendly environment to 
start a family. They discovered 
that the surrounding area was 
beautiful with mountains, hills 
and even a lake.

Before moving to Mission 
Viejo, Bob had lived in a 

place where the California drought had hit very hard 
and as a result of that 
experience was very 
water conscious. After 
they moved here, they 
watered the lawn in front 
of their place according 
to the California water 
guidel ines.  They 

experienced several years 
of continuous lawn death 
and revival and decided 
something had to change. 
The Neals added a ton of 
hardscape to the front yard 
and incorporated extremely 
water efficient plants as 
well as succulents into the 
design, and installed a drip 
irrigation system as well.

Now after restructuring their 
front yard, low maintenance 
looks great and is water efficent. 
The beauty of their design and 
responsibility in addressing 
the water issues that we all 
face, lead us to name the Neal 
family’s home as our Hacienda 
of the Month for September!



Estelle & Kennedy, A Professional Law Corporation, is a full-service law firm committed to providing 
exceptional legal service, superior skill, tireless tenacity, and integrity beyond reproach

Practice areas include: Civil Litigation, Divorce & Family Law, Employment/Labor Law, Probate, Wills/
Trusts, Real Estate Law, Business Law, and Personal Injury. Our attorneys are licensed to practice in Cali-

fornia State courts, Federal courts, and in the Supreme Court of the Unites States of America. 
If you are seeking a strong, aggressive, and highly skilled law firm to protect your interests, make 

ESTELLE & KENNEDY, APLC your first choice.

Call 1.800.265.4280 for an appointment
Address: 26522 La Alameda, Suite 285

  Mission Viejo, CA 92691

949-525-1267

Lic# 344248

www.oceanpacificpatios.com

$500 OFF
Any Estimate of 
$3,500 or more

*some restrictions 
apply

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1977

Specializing in

Alumawood Patio Covers 
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EDITOR
Dave Leckness 

LAYOUT DESIGN
Travis Brenier

EDITORIAL STAFF 

Advertise with us for as low as $80.00.
www.missionviejoreporter.com

Have Thousands Of  Mission Viejo 
Residents See Your Ad.

Scott Arnott
LAKE MISSION VIEJO – AREA EXPERT

Broker Associate
State Certified Appraiser

CalBRE: 01217842

(949) 375-1265
scottarnott@cox.net

Lake Mission Viejo Office
27742 Vista Del Lago Suite 1

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

Royal Flooring 
& Home ImprovementsLic. #895302

23854 Via Fabricante, Suite C-2 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

949-215-8530
www.royalflooring.net

Flooring • Kitchen • Bath remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES! 
FINANCING AVAILABLE!
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PRODUCTION MANAGER
Jason Givin 

DESIGNER
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CONTACT US AT
(949) 364-2309 or at

MissionViejoReporter@gmail.comREPORTER
Connor McLennan

PR
SR

T STD
U

.S. PO
STAG

E
PA

ID
C

ITY, STATE
Perm

it N
O

. 314


