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They opened the boxes in the courtyard, where it took them 
several months to figure out how the pieces fit and to reassemble 
the altar. When they were finished they discovered the altar was too 
tall to fit in the chapel! So to fit it in, they lifted the roof and added 
adobe bricks to the walls on the altar side of the chapel, allowing the 
masterpiece from Barcelona to settle in to its new home.

D

27680 Santa Margarita Pkwy
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

✔Focus on Prevention

✔Custom Tailored Treatment Plans

✔Nitrous Analgesia Sedation

✔PPO Insurance Accepted

✔0% Financing Available (CareCredit)

✔Emergency Appointments Available

Call Today! 949.916.6868

Laser Dentistry

General
Dentistry

Cosmetic
Dentistry

Periodontics

Orthodontics

Dentures

Implants

Invisalign

SpecialInvisalign
$500
*Expires 3/31/18. Insurance will be billed if applicable.

*Expires 3/31/18. Includes implant, abutment and crown

$ 2,750Starting at *

Reg. $ 4,000

Mission Viejo Residents
New Patient Special

$49 INCLUDES Exam
Digital X-rays
Consultation

+ Professional Cleaning
*Expires 3/31/18. In absence of periodontal disease.

Insurance will be billed if applicable.

*

Friendly Staff & Gentle Dentistry
Easy Financing Options

SpecialImplant

off

Dr. Ada Gruita, DDS

Just two minutes from Mission Viejo in our neighboring city of 
San Juan Capistrano, is a "must see". Mission San Juan Capistrano 
is renowned as the “Jewel of the Missions”. The key building of the 
Mission is Serra Chapel, which was constructed by Juaneño Native 
Americans. The center piece of the Chapel is the beautiful baroque 
altar made of hand-carved cherry wood with a gold leaf overlay and 
adorned with more than 50 angel faces. It is estimated to be close 

to 400 years old and is the 
largest and most elaborate 
altar within California’s 
22-mission system.

In the 1920s, Father St. 
John O’Sullivan, 'the Great 
Restorer', initiated a major 
restoration and expansion 
of the Serra Chapel. It was 
during this time that the 
golden altar was placed 
inside. It was donated 
to the church by the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese.

Getting it here was no 
easy matter. The incredible 
altar is from Barcelona, 
Spain. First, it had to be 
shipped by boat across the 
Atlantic and then taken 

across the United States by train. When it arrived at the Mission it was 
in 396 separate pieces, packaged in 10 larger boxes with no directions 
on how they should be put together. 

MISSION SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO’S CROWN JEWEL

The Mission's beautiful altar, also known as a retablo

One day in 1945, fashion 
photographer André de Dienes 
met an aspiring model named 
Norma Jeane Dougherty, soon to 
be known to the world as Marilyn 
Monroe. It was a momentous 
moment, both for his personal life 
and his photographic portfolio. 
Over the next few years, he would be briefly engaged to Norma Jeane, take a 
number of adventurous road trips with her, and build up a stunning series of 
portraits which would help launch her modeling, and later, movie career. Enjoy 
these pictures he took of her at the Mission San Juan Capistrano in 1946.



C. J. VER BURG LANDSCAPE
THE ONLY CHOICE FOR

PATIO REMODELING 
MASONRY - CONCRETE – POOLS - PLANTINGS

The only contractor that 
coordinates design, bbqs, 
construction,  pool/spas. 
horticulture and lighting  

to make your project 
trouble free! 

“C.J.” cell (949) 939 4254 ST. LICENSE C-27-484997

dutchvb@att.net www.cjverburg.com

www.BlessedSmileDental.com

Mission Viejo

       Dr. Park, Dr. Lee and Dr. Ahn, with our exceptional team, are 
pleased to provide you and your family the finest dentistry in quality 
and service.  Combined, our doctors possess over 40 years of dental 
knowledge and expertise. Our doctors are graduates of the University 
of Southern California and you will always receive the personal attention 
that is our trademark.  Our philosophy of Dental Care is providing 
healthy teeth and gums for life! 

Like our namesake, we hope you will leave our practice not only feeling 
confident in your smile but that you will also leave feeling Blessed. 

In Olympiad Plaza with Albertson’s and Bagels & Brew

(949) 916-1610
 Consultations are always complimentary

23032 Alicia Pkwy., Suite D • Mission Viejo, CA 92692

an apathetic attitude about 
education and work in general.
It also shows that marijuana use 
may impact their educational 
and professional goals and how 
successful they are later in life. 
Skipping classes, getting lower 
grades, dropping out of school, 
unemployment and having less-
fulfilling jobs later in life are 
all problematic in regards to 
youth who are regularly using 
marjuana. 

VISITING THE GRAY BAR 
HOTEL
          Driving under the influence 
of cannabis increases the risk 
of getting into a car crash. 
Cannabis can negatively affect the skills that are needed to drive 
safely, including reaction time, coordination, and concentration. 
The common assumption is that driving skills are less effected by 
pot smoking then other substances, which in reality is not the case. 
Fatalities, lifelong injuries and jail are all real possibilities with youth 
driving impaired rather then clear-headed. Just in general, although 
it is legal in California, marijuana use is still not a great idea for young 
people.What we covered here is the tip of the iceberg really

 So is EVERYTHING wonderful and rosy about “marijuana”? The 
answer is no. it’s not good for everyone. It can be a powerful substance, 
and kids under the age of 20 are probably the most susceptible and at 
risk for it’s negative effects. The idea that marijuana has little effect is 
more a byproduct of the weaker strains of marijuana that were availiable 
in the 60’s and 70’s than what is common today. 

YOUNG BRAINS
The human brain does 

not fully develop until a 
person reaches their mid 
20’s, and studies show 
that regular cannabis use 
during these early years 
of life can lead to harmful 
physical changes in the 
brain. Research shows that 
when youth use cannabis, 
their memory, learning, 
and attention are harmed, 
and permanent damage 
is a risk. Research also 
shows that youth who start 
using before 18 or who use 
cannabis regularly may be 
at higher risk for developing 

 FROM OUR FUTURE LEGACY DEPT.

POT HEAD?
MARIJUANA MAY BE LEGAL, BUT IT'S NOT GOOD FOR 

CAN YOU SPOT THE



Serving
Mission Viejo

27 Years

Corner of
Marguerite 
and Escolar

PERFECTPART
POLL NAMES MIKE REED AS MISSION VIEJO’S BEST HAIR

Meet Mike Reed. Mike’s meticulously 
coifed hair recently won a Mission Viejo 
Reporter “BEST IN CLASS” award. The 
comb-over hair style, sometimes called 
the side part, is as classic a look as you can 
get. Mike gets his haircut about every two 
weeks and uses a hair gell designed to lock 
in greatness.

Mike is a title rep for Lawyers Title and 
is vice president of the Mission Viejo Le Tip 
organization. Mike says"Stop by and visit 
Le Tip at seven AM every Thursday 
morning at city hall."

Contact Mike (949) 702-7526

Meet Frankie Mercado, owner 
of MMT Fitness in Mission 

Viejo. Frankie has multiple years of 
experience in fitness and weight training 
that he’s brought to the residents of 
Mission Viejo. It’s easy to spot Frankie 
at his gym. He’s the guy who looks a lot 
like the Incredible Hulk – which happens 
to be his nickname. 

 About two years ago, Frankie 
was working two sales jobs, raising 
his two beautiful daughters, all while 
simultaneously training and instructing 
a small group in the martial art known 
as Muay Thai .  

Those experiences helped him 
gain business acumen and priceless 
knowledge which would ultimately help 
him successfully open and run his own 
business right here in Mission Viejo.

Frankie, 37, has motivated, encouraged and inspired dozens of 
residents to achieve goals and 
self-confidence they never 
thought possible. 

Stop in and visit Frankie 
and see for yourself THE 
STRONGEST MAN in Mission 
Viejo.

MMT Fitness,
23681 Via Linda #A, 

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

MISSION VIEJO’S STRONGEST MAN

Frankie working the heavy bag

MEET YOUR MERCHANT

THE BEST WAY 
TO FIND YOUR 
PART

After exhaustive research,   
the Mission Viejo Reporter 
has discovered that it turns 
out there is a correct side to 
part your hair on, but it varies 
from person to person. Feel 
for your cowlick (the swirl near 
the crown of your head). If it 
moves in a clockwise circle, 
part your hair on the left. If it’s 
counterclockwise, you should 
part on the right. Another tip: 

YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE STORE

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
“Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord Rejoice!” Psalm 105:3

30% OFF OFF ONE ITEM

Visit our new Bargain Room for 40% everyday

Come on in and check us out for 
Inspirational Books, Cards and Gifts!

(Cannot be combined 
with other offers)

23851 Via Fabricante, Suite 201
Mission Viejo, CA • (949) 716-5511

GREAT EASTER GIFTS, DECOR
and MORE!



Mailing Address:
25108 Marguerite Pkwy. Ste. A-218 David HarwoodMission Viejo, CA 92692 Certified Clockmaker

949-364-5572
www.davesclocks.com

dave@davesclocks.com

DAVE'S CLOCK SHOPPE
Serving Orange Co. for over          years

Grandfather clock service and repair
HOUSE CALLS

35

PRINTING
Printing & Marketing SOLUTIONS
28570 Marguerite Pkwy., Suite 108, Mission Viejo

949.364.2309
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“WIN WITH FLYNN”
Century 21 Beachside
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“Family Owned and Operated”
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Is your home termite free?
FOR A NO COST INSPECTION CALL:

(714) 606-0957
• Free Estimates

• Escrow Wood Repair
• Replacement of Termite & Rot Damaged Wood

• Local Treatments Fumigation

FREE 
INSPECTION
with this ad!
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• Free Estimates
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• Replacement of Termite & Rot Damaged Wood
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FREE 
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Flooring • Kitchens & BathroomsInstallation & Repair Commercial & Residential

Axel Laverde
Tile Setter

(949) 357-5736
axelglaverde@gmail.com



Athlete of the Month
South County Lexus Presenting 

South County Lexus Of Mission Viejo 
28242 Marguerite Pkwy
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
Call for Pricing 
949-364-0664

Quality Eye Care 
Exclusive Glasses & Sunglasses Collections

Use your Flexible Spending Beneets
before the busy holiday season!

Call us today to book
your appointment

Schedule a tour today! StratfordSchools.com/tours

We deliver the extraordinary. Accrediting Commission
for

Schools
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At Stratford, students accomplish extraordinary things. Our advanced  
yet balanced curriculum propels students to excel both inside and  
outside the classroom. Discover a school that inspires children to become 
creative problem-solvers, imaginative innovators, and confident leaders.

Now Enrolling Preschool – 8th Grade

JOIN US FOR

March Tour Week
  

 Monday, March 19 – Friday, March 23

WHEN YOU ACCELERATE A STUDENT’S LEARNING

  THE
EXTRAORDINARY
      HAPPENS

 

Preschool State License: 304371162.  Copyright © 2018 Stratford Schools, Inc.

Mission Viejo Campus 
24741 Chrisanta Drive 
(949) 458-1776 @Stratford

Summer

  

Jack Muench - Football
Jack Muench is a senior on the football team at Mission 

Viejo High School. He began playing football when he was 
five and never stopped. When Jack turned eight, he found 
that pulling flags didn’t satisfy him as much as tackling 
someone on the football field.  This past season, he played 
on the defensive line, leading his school to victory against 
schools all across Southern California including Long Beach 
Polytechnic High School, which he describes as his favorite 
memory of his football career.

Off the field, Jack has an extreme passion for film. In his 
free time, he enjoys writing and producing his own short 
films and is a movie enthusiast. This passion will be taking 
him to Cornell University next fall, where he will be studying 
Fine Arts and Media in hopes of eventually pursuing a job 
in the film industry.



Tim and Ana Birckbichler  have 
lived on Arcata for about 15 years.  
During about the first five years, 
there was a nice collection of green 
weeds that kind of looked like grass.  
Tim decided that the weeds did not 
look as nice as they once did, and 
had the yard sodded with beautiful 
grass.  Tim was not the only one that 
thought the grass was beautiful. The 
rabbits felt the same way, and it looked tasty.  The rabbits came 
out in the evening and feasted on the grass all night.  Between 
the eating and peeing, it took them no time to kill the grass, not 
to mention the thousands of rabbit pellets left on the sidewalk. 

 Tim even called the 
city about the nuisance. 
The city said, “Sorry, the 
rabbits are your problem, 
and don’t shoot ‘em”.  
Undeterred, Tim re-sodded 
the yard.  Then began the 
“Rabbit Project”. 

The rabbits were not 
going to kill the grass this time. Tim used all types of counter 
measures, but none seemed to work. First, he tried sprinkling 
blood-meal fertilizer on the yard but, they returned.  Placing 

plastic owls in the yard - 
no luck.  Motion activated 
water sprinklers didn’t 
do the trick either. The 
rabbits didn’t mind 
getting a little wet.  Even 
boiled habanero peppers  
applied meticulously via 
spray bottle slowed them 
down for a while, but they 
got used to the slow-burn, 

and Tim’s wife Ana could never get used to the habanero fumes that 
would make their way into the kitchen. Ana finally said, “Enough!” 

Tim took a break from the Rabbit Project and added a 
decorative stone boarder to the driveway and sidewalks along with 
boarders around the planters.  Seeing how nice this looked and 
admitting defeat against the rabbits,  
he decided to go with high quality, 
good-looking, low-maintenance 
synthetic grass. To keep the yard 
looking in good shape, Tim spends 
a couple hours each week adding 
fertilizer to the plants and sprucing 
things up. 

Tim says by the looks of it, the 
rabbits have decided to move on.

PESKYWABBITS
BIRCKBICHLERS BATTLE BAD BUNNIES

• Hosting Japanese exchange students is an unforgettable cultural
and educational experience that often leads to lifelong friendships!

• Students are 15-17 years old, English-competent, fun, respectful,
and excited about their first trip to America!

• Students attend morning English classes in Mission Viejo (Lake 
Mission Viejo clubhouse) followed by afternoon activities

• Families host one Japanese boy or girl during their short stay and 
provide a comfortable bedroom, meals, transport to and from school, 
and American hospitality

• Host families receive a modest weekly stipend to cover expenses

Host Families needed for

for 1 Week!
March14 - 23, 2018

JAPANESE Teenagers

For more information, please email  
Ramona at info@csoe.com or call

 (949) 359-1778
www.csoe.com     

facebook.com/calschool

REALTOR®

CalBRE # 01730187

John Alesi

Each office is independently owned and operated

/in/johnalesi
/johnalesi(949) 510-2154

22342 Avenida Empresa, Suite 150
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688

John@YourOCHome.com

www.YourOCHome.com



23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing

Assisted Living
• 24/7 licensed nurse on-site
• Medication management
• Life enrichment activities
• Gourmet dining options
• Affordable all-inclusive monthly fee
• Spacious Suites Available

Skilled Nursing
Our goal is to support your loved 
ones to a speedy recovery and re-gain 
their independence!
• Life enrichment programs
• On-site professional rehab team
• Gourmet dining options
• 5 Star Medicare rated

Your Loved One...
Deserves the Best!

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

FOLLOW US ON:

(949) 472-4733

Experience The
Freedom Village Difference!

Awarded by
US News &

World Report
Best Nursing Home

in California
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Advertise with us for as low as $80.00.
www.missionviejoreporter.com

Have Thousands Of  Mission Viejo 
Residents See Your Ad.

The Mission Viejo Reporter 
promises fast, fair, and accurate 
reporting. If for any reason we fail 
to live up to these promises, please 
don't tell anyone.

Questions or Comments:
949.364.2309 • missionviejoreporter@gmail.com

 VOLUME FOUR, NUMBER THIRTY-THREE            MISSION VIEJO, CALIFORNIA                 March 2018

COVER PHOTO:
MV Resident Troy Liposec, Lake Mission Viejo

DEPUTY    YEAROF
THE

INTERSECTIONSWE REMEMBER
LOST MISSION VIEJO MALL PICTURE

GORBY    TRUMP

CONTACT US AT
(949) 364-2309 or at

MissionViejoReporter@gmail.com
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Royal Flooring 
& Home ImprovementsLic. #895302

23854 Via Fabricante, Suite C-2 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

949-215-8530
www.royalflooring.net

Flooring • Kitchen • Bath remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES! 
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Hampton Inn and Suites Mission Viejo by Hilton

28682 Marguerite Pkwy, Mission Viejo, CA 92692

949.429.5222 | www.hampton.com

Feel Welcomed.

1 800 hamptonhampton.com

© 2017 Hilton.

At Hampton, it’s the extra care we put into everything that’s going to make your stay extra

awesome. You’ll find it at our free hot breakfast. And you’ll see it in the personalities of our team

members who use their individual styles of hospitality to make you feel extra special.


